
DEER
RESISTANT

SHRUBS

We consider these plants deer 
resistant — however, some deer 
are hungrier than others.

As a rule of thumb, they will 
usually steer clear of plants 
that are/have:

• FRAGRANT
• FUZZY/PRICKLY
• FINE FOLIAGE

NO PLANT IS  
DEER PROOF.

For additional plant 
protection, we recommend:

DEER OUT

DEER SCRAM

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
TO ALSO DOWNLOAD  
OUR FULL LIST OF  
DEER RESISTANT  
ANNUALS & PERENNIALS

DEER RESISTANT SHRUBS

“A” RATING  
(RARELY DAMAGED)

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Andromeda / 
Japanese Pieris

Pieris varieties

Barberry Berberis

Bayberry Myrica pensylvanica

Blue Mist Shrub Caryopteris species

Boxwood Buxus

Broom Cytisus

Bush Cinquefoil Potentilla

Butterfly bush Buddleia

Elderberry Sambucus

Heath Erica

Heather Calluna

Japanese  
Plum Yew

Cephalotaxus  
harringtonia

Juniper Juniperus

Leatherleaf  
Mahonia / 
Oregon Grape 
Holly

Mahonia bealei
Mahonia aquifolium

Leucothoe Leucothoe axillaris

Russian Cypress Microbiota  
decussata

Sweet Box Sarcoccoca  
hookeriana

Viburnum Viburnum allegheny
Viburnum  
phytidophyllum
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DE ER RESISTANT SHRUBS
“B”  R AT ING  (SELDOM SEVERELY DAMAGED)

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Beautyberry Callicarpa

Beautybush Kolkwitzia amabilis

California Sweetshrub Calicanthus 

Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus  
‘Otto Luyken’

Common Lilac Syringa vulgaris

Common Witchhazel Hamamelis

Cotoneaster Cotoneaster

Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia  
indica

Deutzia Deutzia

Forsythia Forsythia

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Fothergillia Fothergila

Goldust Plant Aucuba japonica

Inkberry Ilex glabra

Japanese  
Flowering Quince

Chaenomeles japonica

Japanese Kerria Kerria japonica

Juniper  
(most varieties)

Juniperus

Mugo Pine Pinus mugo

Osmanthus Osmanthus

Privet Ligustrum

Red Twigged Dogwood Cornus alba

Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syriacus

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Smokebush Cotinus coggygria

Spicebush Lindera

Spirea Spirea

St. John's Wort Hypericum

Sweet Mock Orange Philadelphus  
coronarius

Sweet Pepperbush Clethra

Viburnum  
(not all varieties)

Viburnum allegheny
Viburnum rhytidophyllum

Virginia Sweetspire Itea virginica

Weigela Weigela

Winterberry Ilex verticillata


