
TOMATO TYPES

DETERMINATE    VS.  INDETERMINATE

•  Grows to a 
‘determined’ height

•  Bushy growth
•  Fruit ripens all at once
•  Cage support
•  Good for short growing 
season and limited space

•  Best for sauces and  
cooking in  
large batches 

EXAMPLES

• Amish Paste
• Celebrity
• Patio
• Roma
• Rutgers

•  Grows to a 
‘indetermined’ height

•  Vine growth
•  Steady supply,  
as fruit ripens  
all season

•  Trellis  
support

•  Best for  
fresh weekly  
harvests

EXAMPLES

• Beefsteak
• Big Boy
• Brandywine
• Cherokee Purple
• Sungold

Q: WHICH are better, determinate  
or indeterminate tomatoes?

Determinate tomatoes are better for sauces 
and indeterminate tomatoes are best for fresh 
season-long snacking and slicing. The choice 
depends on the use of the tomatoes and the 
length of your growing season.

A: 


